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White House plan: Replace 
Tillerson with CIA director 


AIDES SAY SECRETARY OF STATE’S DAYS ARE NUMBERED 


Mike Pompeo would be replaced at spy agency by Sen. Tom Cotton 


By PETER BAKER, 


MAGGIE HABERMAN 


AND GARDINER HARRIS 


The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — The White House has 
developed a plan to force out Secretary of 


with President Donald Trump has been 
strained, and replace him with Mike 
Pompeo, the CIA director, senior adminis- 
tration officials said Thursday. 

Pompeo would be replaced at the CIA by 
Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., who has been a 


rity matters, according to the White House 
plan. Cotton has signaled that he would 
accept the job if offered, said the officials, 


who spoke on condition of anonymity. 


State Rex W. Tillerson, whose relationship key ally of the president on national-secu- 


It was not immediately clear whether 
Trump had given final approval to the plan 
developed by John F. Kelly, the White 
House chief of staff, but the president has 
been said to have soured on Tillerson and 
in general is ready to make a change at the 
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Bloody waste video in B.C. heightens 
international fish-farm controversy 


Exec says 
she was 
harassed 
on Alaska 


flight 


FACEBOOK FOUNDER’S 
SISTER 


Airline investigates, halts 
man’s travel privileges 


By DOMINIC GATES 
Seattle Times aerospace reporter 

Alaska Airlines scrambled 
Thursday to investigate a com- 
plaint of sexual harassment on 
one of its flights that went viral 
on social media. 

Randi Zuckerberg, a Silicon 
Valley executive, described 
Wednesday how, on an Alaska 
flight that day, a male passen- 
ger constantly made sexually 
explicit and lewd comments to 
her and others in the first-class 
section while being served mul- 
tiple alcoholic drinks — and that 
flight attendants had dismissed 
her complaints. 

Zuckerberg, who is the sister 


This video of a Brown’s Bay Packing pipe in Campbell River, British Columbia, has sparked a review of environmental standards at the plant 
and others by the BC Ministry of the Environment. The intense red color is caused by bloodwater from processing farmed Atlantic salmon. 


FARMED SALMON|Lab tests ByLYNDA V. MAPES 
of samples from the effluent, 
pouring from an Atlantic- 
salmon processor, showed 
the plume contained a 
contagious virus that can 


infect wild salmon. 


red plume of effluent from an 


Seattle Times environment reporter 


Bloody waters are roiling the 
fish-farm controversy following 
the broadcast of gory video on 
Canadian national television ofa 


Atlantic salmon processing plant 
spewing into a major wild salmon 


migratory route. 


The video was shot in British 
Columbia by Tavish Campbell, a 
photographer and fish-farm oppo- 


CTV News. 


nent, and was first broadcast by 


ESCAPED ATLANTIC SALMON are still showing up in tribal nets > B1 


Alexandra Morton, a fisheries 
biologist and critic of Atlantic 
salmon net-pen farming, said 
independent lab tests of samples 
taken from the effluent showed the 

See > SALMON, A7 


TAVISH CAMPBELL 


of Facebook 
founder Mark 
Zuckerberg and 
a former execu- 
tive at that com- 
pany, wrote a 
letter detailing 
her experience 
to Alaska’s top 


management Randi 
and posted iton Zuckerberg 
Facebook. 


“Feeling furious, disgusted 
and degraded after an Alaska 
Airlines flight during which the 
passenger next to me made 
repeated lewd, inappropriate, 
and offensive sexual remarks to 
me,” Zuckerberg posted. 

Two Alaska executives called 
Zuckerberg on Wednesday 
night to express their concern, 
prompting her to update her 
post with a comment that she is 
“thankful that they are taking 
the situation seriously.” 

The airline also suspended 
the male passenger’s travel 
privileges while it investigates 
further. But during the flight 
from Los Angeles to Mazatlan, 
Mexico, Zuckerberg found little 
support even though she and 
her female colleague both re- 
ported the man’s behavior to 
the flight attendants. 


See > ALASKA, A10 


2017 turnout by county 


Statewide voter turnout in the Nov. 7 election was a record low 
37.1 percent. But turnout varied widely from 75.8 percent in 
Garfield County to 28.1 percent in Yakima County. 
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Where did all the voters go? 
Record low turnout in last election 


By JIM BRUNNER 
Seattle Times political reporter 

Nearly two-thirds of Wash- 
ington voters sat out the Nov. 
7 election, setting a new low 
mark for turnout. 

Just 37.1 percent of the 
state’s 4.3 million registered 
voters participated, accord- 
ing to Washington Secretary 
of State Kim Wyman’s office. 
Results were certified this 
week. 

That beat out the previous 
record general-election low 
set in 2015, when turnout 
reached about 38.5 percent. 


Washington state has tried 
to make voting easy, mailing 
ballots to every registered 
voter and giving them weeks 
to send them in. King County 
and others also have expand- 
ed the use of ballot dropbox- 
es. 
Nevertheless, about 2.6 
million voters dumped their 
ballots in the trash or recy- 
cling bins instead of taking 
part in this year’s elections to 
pick mayors, city councils 
and school boards across the 
state. 

“I think it continues to be 


disappointing, and I think it 
should be a concern for our 
democracy,” said state Rep. 
Zack Hudgins, D-Tukwila, 
who chairs the House Com- 
mittee on State Government, 
Elections and Information 
Technology. “I think we get 
better government when we 
get more participation.” 
Erich Ebel, a spokesman 
for Wyman, pointed to a lack 
of statewide races and initia- 
tives this year. “Ideally we 
would love to see everybody 
who is registered come out 
and vote,” he said. “But a lot 


of that depends on what is on 
the ballot.” 

This fall was the first year 
since 1985 that Washington 
had no initiatives or referen- 
dums on the ballot, Ebel 
noted. 

Voter interest typically 
shoots up in presidential- 
election years and dips in 
midterms and even further in 
odd-year elections. In 2008, 
the state set a record with 
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